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Circular 1

This circular is to provide information to help you prepare for your 2001 Ultimate Frisbee campaign. Inside are details on:

· The Championships

· Newcastle

· Transport

· Accommodation

If you have any questions, please contact the Sports Union of the University of Newcastle.  This circular, along will further details can be found on the University of Newcastle’s Ultimate Frisbee Club’s Championships web site: http://www.auc.nudiscs.com
Chris Tola

Program Manager

Sports Union

The University of Newcastle

yahoi@pacific-ocean.com

02 4921 6963 (w)

0412 451474 (m)

The Championships

	CONVENORS:
	Chris Tola

Program Manager – Sports Union

Phone: 02 4921 6963

Mobile: 04 1245 1474

Email: yahoi@pacific-ocean.com


	
	Andrew Olennick
Secretary – NUdiscs

Club Representative

Phone: 02 4985 2161

Email: andrew.olennick@studentmail.newcastle.edu.au


	
	Andrew Pennington
President – NUdiscs

Technical Convenor

Phone: 02 4957 8995

Email: andrew.pennington@studentmail.newcastle.edu.au


	DATES:
	Monday 9th to Thursday 12th July 2001

Draft Program

Welcome BBQ: Monday night

Captain’s Meetings: Monday night, Thursday night

Games: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday

Presentation Dinner: Thursday night



	HOST:
	Sports Union, University of Newcastle

(http://www.newcastle.edu.au/sports/)



	ELIGIBILITY:
	All participants must be currently enrolled students studying towards a degree/diploma and possess a current student ID card.  An Eligibility Certificate must be completed and signed by the Executive Officer or your Sports Association/Union.



	ENTRY FEE:
	$22 per competitor (GST Inclusive)

Tax Invoices will be issued by the Sports Union, so please include all relevant details.  (Sports Union ABN:  95442541278)


	ENTRIES DUE:
	Friday, 29th June 2001



	EXPRESIONS OF INTEREST:
	Please contact the Sports Union with you expressions of interest as soon as possible.

Also for equipment and catering purposes, please contact Andrew Olennick or Andrew Pennington from the Club.  Please include details of a contact person.  Whilst entries will be accepted after this date, the planning committee need to know how many discs, shirts, etc to order.

	EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST DUE:
	Due date: Friday 10th May 2001.

	VENUE:
	The University of Newcastle (www.newcastle.edu.au/)



	RULES:
	As per the AUSF rules: (http://www.unisport.com.au/ultimate%20frisbee.htm)

The current WFDF rules are located here: (http://www.wfdf.org/2000ultirulesrev.htm)



	SOCIAL COORDINATOR:
	The University of Newcastle Ultimate Frisbee Club (NUdiscs)



	SOCIAL EVENTS:
	To be announced



	SOCIAL FEE:
	To be announced


Newcastle

Newcastle is a friendly city to explore offering a range of attractions, from beaches and art galleries, to discovering wildlife or nightlife.

Newcastle has a rich history.  Founded in 1804 as a penal settlement, primarily for exporting coal, the port was soon to be busy.  Today you can relax in The Foreshore Park, or enjoy one of the restaurants at Queens Wharf and watch the busy harbour at work.  Fort Scratchley, perched high above Newcastle Harbour, is another interesting place to watch the activity or take to the water aboard William the Fourth, a replica of the first Australian built steamship.

One of the great charms of the city is the close proximity of the CBD to our outstanding beaches.  You can walk the breakwall at Nobbys and look back on a stunning view of the city, or take a walk around the beaches from Newcastle to Merewether’s Ocean Baths. Explore the city on Newcastle’s Famous Tram or take a guided walk around the old parts of the city to view its rich architectural heritage and scenic highlights.  Newcastle has so much to offer.

Newcastle is gaining recognition for its interesting annual events and festivals such as the multicultural “Fiesta”, world class “Surfest” and the Newcastle Fringe Festival with its programme of film, music and the arts.

Being the capital of the Hunter Valley, Newcastle also offers a range of sophisticated cafes, restaurants, shops and nightlife.  Some other local features include Newcastle Regional Museum, Newcastle Regional Art Gallery and many private galleries, Civic Theatre, The Wetland Centre and Blackbutt Reserve.

Useful Links:

Newcastle City Council: 
http://www.ncc.nsw.gov.au
Newcastle Tourism: 

http://www.newcastletourism.com
Hunter Tourism: 

http://www.huntertourism.com
Newcastle City ONLINE
http://www.newcastlecitycentre.com 

Newcastle City Council

http://www.newcastle.infohunt.nsw.gov.au 

Satellite Picture


http://www.ece.jcu.edu.au/JCUMetSat/aushlast.gif 

Hunter Weather Reports

http://www.weather.surfcam.com.au 

Australian University Sport
http://www.unisport.com.au 
Surfcam


http://www.surfcam.com.au 

Get a Sponsor!


http://www.sponsorship.com.au 
Transport – Getting to Newcastle
By car:
Newcastle is located on the Pacific Highway, around 2 hours north of Sydney, and 90 minutes south of Taree.  It is also on the end of the New England Highway from the west.

If you are coming from the north, follow the Pacific Highway (National Route 1 to Hexham, then State Route 111) straight into Newcastle. 

From the south, take the Sydney-Newcastle F3 Freeway (National Route 1) north.  The best exit to take is the “Newcastle/Wallsend” exit at the Newcastle interchange.  This is located about 1km after the Cardiff exit.  This will lead you onto the Newcastle Link Road which leads into Wallsend.  This is the most direct route to the University and Newcastle city.

There are two other alternatives:

· The Cardiff exit, at the West Wallsend interchange.  This leads onto George Booth Drive and into West Wallsend and Edgeworth.

· The Charlestown/Swansea exit (2nd exit after the Ourimbah interchange).  This route leads to the Pacific Highway, which runs via the east of lake Macquarie to Swansea and through the southern suburbs of Newcastle to Charlestown.

If you are coming from the west, take the New England Highway and follow it into Newcastle (it will change name to the Pacific Highway around Hexham).

If you require further information, visit your local NRMA/RACV/RACQ/etc for a touring map, your local bookshop for a Newcastle street directory, or contact the tournament organisers.

By train: 

Newcastle is serviced by the XPT and Xplorer long-distance train services.  The Xplorer operates from Armidale/Tamworth and Moree/Gunnedah to Sydney via Newcastle.  The XPT runs from Brisbane and Murwillumbah to Sydney via Newcastle.  All services stop at Broadmeadow station in Newcastle. See CountryLink (http://www.countrylink.nsw.gov.au) for more information.

If you do not live near these routes, then you can travel to Brisbane or Sydney and then catch one of these services.  CountryLink operate services from Sydney to Canberra and Melbourne, whilst Great Southern Railways (http://www.gsr.com.au) operate the Indian Pacific, which runs from Sydney to Perth via Adelaide, and The Overland From Sydney to Alice Springs via Adelaide.  For connections to Brisbane, have a look at Queensland Rail Traveltrain web site (http://www.traveltrain.qr.com.au).

Also, there are inter-suburban trains running frequently between Sydney and Newcastle stations.  You can also interchange with the Newcastle-Hunter suburban trains.  Visit CityRail (http://www.cityrail.nsw.gov.au) for more information.

By coach:
If there are several nearby teams looking for long-distance transport, then you may wish to consider chartering a coach.  Good savings in cost and time can be made if 3-4 teams travel together (as well as the fun of having a coach full of frisbee players!).

Otherwise, Newcastle is serviced by several coach companies with regular services.  These are:

· Greyhound Pioneer 
(http://www.greyhound.com.au)

· McCafferty’s 

(http://www.mccaffertys.com.au)

· Sid Foggs 

(http://www.sidfoggs.com.au)

There are also many coach services to Sydney. From there, you can catch an inter-suburban train to Newcastle (see ‘By train’). Companies servicing Sydney include:

· Greyhound Pioneer 
(http://www.greyhound.com.au)

· McCafferty’s 

(http://www.mccaffertys.com.au)

· Firefly Express 

(http://www.fireflyexpress.com.au)

· Great Lakes Coaches 
(ph: 02 4983 1560)

· Premier Motor Service 
(http://www.premierms.com.au)

By air:
Newcastle’s main airport is only a short distance from the city centre at Williamtown.  Impulse Airlines, Eastern Australia Airlines, and QANTAS service the airport, with daily flights to Sydney, Brisbane, Melbourne, Canberra and regional NSW. 

Aeropelican operates from Belmont Airport, just south of Newcastle, with 14 daily flights to Sydney. 

Sydney Harbour Seaplanes provide flights on weekdays between Newcastle Harbour and Rose Bay, Sydney Harbour.

Transport – Getting around Newcastle
By car:
The University is located on University Drive in Callaghan, around 15-20 minutes from the Newcastle city centre.  Any good Newcastle street directory should provide easy-to-follow directions.  You can also consult WhereIs (http://www.whereis.com.au) or the NUdiscs web site (http://www.nudiscs.com).  Parking is available for $1.50/day in any car park marked as general parking (i.e. not staff or reserved parking).  Ticket machines are located throughout the campus at most car parks. See the campus map (http://www.newcastle.edu.au/cwis/Admin/ppe/maps/mapprint.gif) for more details.  Please note that carpark C10 provides only limited parking, whilst C11 is mostly for residents only.  Also, carparks C9, C12 and C13 are 2-hour parking only, and carparks C7 and C14 are staff only.  Parking on the street is permitted, but is not monitored by the University security staff.

By train:
The fields are only 5-10 minutes from Warabrook (University) station, located on the Hunter line. You can interconnect with trains on the main Newcastle line. See CityRail (http://www.cityrail.nsw.gov.au) for more information.

By bus:
Newcastle is well serviced by a government bus service.  Newcastle buses operate on time-based fares, where $1.20 ($2.40 for non-students) will give you 1 hour of unlimited travel, including any transfers.  The university is serviced by routes 100, 103, 226, 227, 228, 229, 236, 239, 336, and 366. Visit the Transport Infoline (http://www.131500.com.au) for timetables. (Note: The TripFinder on the Infoline web site lists the University as being located in Waratah, not Callaghan).  If these services are not convenient, you can usually catch a bus to the city, and then change for one of these services to the University.  The buses stop at the Maths and Design bus stops.  The best stop is Design (located at L8 on the campus map) as it is only a short walk to the ovals.

There are also several private bus companies with services to the University:

· Blue Ribbon Bus Company (Routes 140) – ph: 02 4935 7200

· Great Lakes Coaches (Routes 150-152) – ph: 02 4983 1560

· Rover (Route 160) – ph: 02 4990 1699, web: http://www.rovercoaches.com.au 

· Sugar Valley Coachlines (Routes 265,267) – ph: 4958 2057

· Toronto Bus Services (Routes 270-276) – ph: 02 4959 1233

Transport – Student Discounts
All government and many private services offer significant discounts to students. A Railways Of Australia Student Card or student ID card with silver transport sticker (NSW only) are normally accepted for student discounts.  The Committee are seeking advice on obtaining discount cards for interstate competitors.

Accommodation
For more information regarding accommodation, please contact the University Accommodation Office – phone (02) 4921 5592 (Mon-Fri 9am-5pm).

Backpackers:
Backpackers by the Beach

34-36 Hunter St, Newcastle

Ph (02) 4926 3472

http://www.newcastlecitycentre.com/accommodation/bbtb.htm
Backpackers Newcastle

42-44 Denison St, Hamilton

Ph (02) 4969 3436, (1800) 333 436

Hunter on Hunter City Centre Backpackers

417 Hunter St, Newcastle

Ph (02) 4929 3152

Newcastle YHA

30 Pacific St, Newcastle

Ph (02) 4925 3544

http://www.yha.com.au/
West End Accommodation

775 Hunter St, Newcastle West

Ph (02) 4961 4446

Hostels:
Clarence House

Campbell & Abbott, Wallsend

Ph (02) 4950 1119

Elizabeth House

Parkway Ave, Cooks Hill

Ph (02) 4929 4031

Hutchins House

321-323 Parkway Ave, Hamilton

Ph (02) 4963 7180

http://www-users.dragon.net.au/petemac/
Lambton Gardens

35 Robinson Ave, Lambton Gardens

Ph (02) 4957 9759

Saint Nicholas Mayfield

26 Barber St, Mayfield

Ph (02) 4960 2830

http://www.newcastle.edu.au/services/ppe/accomm/accomm/burgmann.htm
Steadman Lodge

94 Margaret St, Mayfield

Ph (02) 4969 7485

http://www.steadmanlodge.com/
Vinnie’s Convent

(Through St Vincent De Paul Society)

Ph (02) 4969 7290

YHA Youth Hostel / Backpackers

30 Pacific St, Newcastle

Ph (02) 4925 3544

http://www.yha.com.au/
YWCA Youth Centre

24 Dawson St, Cooks Hill

Ph (02) 4929 2954

Caravan / Tourist Park:
Spinnakers Leisure Park

678 Pacific Highway, Belmont

Ph (02) 4945 3405

Stockton Beach Caravan & Tourist Park

Pitt St, Stockton

Ph (02) 4928 1393

Scout / Guide Halls:
Scout Association

Ph (02) 4929 1760

The Scout Association also have a camp (Glenrock) just south of Merewether, which has basic accommodation for ~150 people. This would be ideal if several teams wished to stay together, and save on their accommodation bill.

Girl Guides Association

Ph (02) 4962 1035

Other Accommodation:
For those teams who would a bit more luxury during their stay, there are a multitude of B&Bs, Serviced Apartments, Hotels and Motels in Newcastle.  You can consult either the Newcastle Tourism (http://www.newcastletourism.com) or University Accommodation Service (http://www.newcastle.edu.au/services/ppe/accomm/accomm/temporar.htm) web sites for listings of these places. 

Note:
The Organising Committee makes no guarantees regarding the venues listed here.  There is also a major conference being held at the University during the same week as the Championships, so early booking of accommodation is advised.  If you are planning to use public transport, please check that you can easily access buses and/or trains from your accommodation.

More information

We’re really looking forward to seeing you in July, and please contact us if there is absolutely anything we can help out with.  It’s going to be a fantastic event!
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