President’s Report for AGM, 18/10/2001

This year has been a terrific year for the Ultimate Frisbee club, NUdiscs.

NUdiscs currently has 60+ members with an average turn out each training night of between 15-30. We have continued successfully two training sessions on Monday night 8-10pm on Oval 2, and Wed night 7-10pm on Oval 1. 

The focus of Monday night has tended to remain very much social, with one or two pick-up games happening each time. Wednesday night has tended to move towards a slightly more serious approach, being used for training, skills practise, drills and tactics. This has been especially true for AUC where Wednesday nights were used by the AUC team as training nights. I tend to see this as the future for Wednesday nights, especially with the inception of the social league. A social focus has not been lost however, and people not part of the AUC team played hot-box, pick-up games or just mucked around. 

It became increasingly clear that once AUC was finished, many club members would be left with a competitive drought, and the possibility of starting a league was discussed. This led to the inception of the inaugural Wade Demmer social league, which has been a great success. Three teams competed and the standard of play was good. Each team was selected to include an equal amount of differing experience, ranging from beginners to advanced.

The league has occupied time slots on Wed night from 8:30 – 9:45pm. In the future I see the social league increasing in its popularity and status. There are a couple of small teething problems currently, but I see these as easily surmountable. One problem has been that most of the members of the team with the bye have not turned up on Wed night, leading to a bit of a void for any action other than the league. This may be a concern for new players who come on Wed night, and this needs to be addressed.    

Other significant activities/achievements of the club have included:

· Regular Sunday afternoon beach ultimate at Newcastle beach.

· The creation of an informal disc golf course in Jesmond park and a regular disc golf session Fridays at 2pm has been started up.

· O-week, significantly increasing our club membership, including a good increase in female membership, and running a successful welcome BBQ.

· The establishment of an email list: newcastle-ultimate@yahoogroups.com
· Running a university IV on March 18th. This was run well with 6 teams competing.

· By far the biggest event was the running of the Australian University Championships in Ultimate Frisbee, from the 9-12th July. This was run successfully by the club for the Sports Union, with 11 teams from across Aust, as well as a NZ team competing for the first time. Andrew Olennick was the main tournament director and did a fantastic job, with myself as a part TD.

· One of our club members, Jonathon Holmes being selected in the Green & Gold Australian Universities Team.

· The establishment of a new club shirt, designed by Carolynne Zambo 

· A demonstration given at a Newcastle Knights Game

Personally, I have had a very enjoyable time as club president, largely due to a reliable, fun executive. I don’t think I would be exaggerating by saying that this has been the best year in the club’s short history on many fronts, with the highlight being running a successful AUC.

Future directions for the club I see being:

· The continued establishment of the social league, with the potential for a Newcastle league outside of the university for the general public to be involved in.

· The possibility of sponsorship for the club, which is currently being looked into.

· Continued increase in membership, with a continued emphasis on female membership and involvement.

· More involvement of club members in tournaments both university and non-university based.

Thanks for your support this year, and I encourage you to continue supporting and promoting the club next year as we look forward to hosting EUG.

Sincerely,

Andrew Pennington

NUdiscs President  

